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Original claims 1-39, Amended claim 40, original claims 41-66. 

L A computer program product comprising & computer program operable to control 
a master computer to a pteraJltv ofmmpxm 8k$ m Mmify oks or xmxz computer 
fm* having one or more m^M^mimd dmmtttMm a&fkative ofa compu&r 
having at least some speci fied coatenL said eompmsr program comprising; 

scm imtkfeg logic operable in response to a seas minting command to initiate a. 
mm xismi plurali ty o f compute? iiks; 

scan dividing fogis op&r&b*e to divide &ud scan utfo <$ pk<n**ity ^ftrnks; 
mk issuing logk operable to mm m les&t some of $m4 plurality ofiaaks to mt 
m more fmbw computers m be performed by sssspeijitive urns xt md one or mom hnhtr 
computers; 

mk. result receiving 3ogk ope.mble to receive fmm smi om w more further 
computers result of said taste pedormea by respective ones of md <m or mom hztkzi 
computers; and 

scm mull mzt.gim logic tmpomwt to said r$sul& of Mid t^fc> performed by 
respective ones of smd one er tmte further compters to Idostiiy any ofsak! plurality of 
computer files raving any of said one or more predetermined characteristics to provide a 
merged se&n restiSt 
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A computet program pm&tssc claimed m &mm \> wherein &m or m.om 



pmiemzmm&d dmmtmmm IntiiKte a computer ilk cont&ming mi spscilkd computer 
program, 

3. A computer program product &s earned m darm 2> vy&^sem. said $p$ciis«d 
computer program is a computer vi*03> worm or: Trojan 

4,. A computet program- product m %MmM m. <dmm I p w&ex&in $m4 mx& or more 
p^eclstermin&d charge terb^ics mdude & compiler flier containing r.o be bann&i 

redirect or q^r^nft&sd, 

J, A compter program product m d&imed m claim L wherein m& p\ms\ky m 
z&mp®i%? &U*& £<>mp?i%& vvmprnv?. Mm wm<z& <># <<r mar* a^tworksd to sto?3$e % 
devices 



6. A computer program product m claimed m claim I , wherein said plurality of 
computer files comprise received and se«:m£$3&gs& 
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7; A computer program product m clwmd m cJaim i , wbe^in s&id phir&iky of 
computet files comprise data tranmbskm streams 

8- A computer program product m claimed m claim, t , whaem said plurality of 
computer files stored remotely from said master ^o^puter, 

9, A computer program product as claimed m eki:m I » l\irtl^r eo.raprfemg. task 
performing logic such that s&ki master computer may also pcrfhrm one or mom ofsakl 
tasks. 

IS, A computer program product m clMmM M claim 9* wheram. said scan dividing 
logic Id&tfttlies bigb priority tasks wish s&E-d Mgh priority tasks being p^lbmod. by said 
task perfhmimg logic of said master C0mpmer. 

it, A computer program product m claimed in claim 1 , further comprising task 
momtcring logic operable to monitor proper extcMion o f said tasks by said om or more 
further computers.. 

12 r A computer program product m claimed h claim 1 1 5 \vberek* said task 
motoring logic is operable to poll saki one or more further computers for biibmmfkm 
regarding a processing status of a task bskg performed by a respective former computer. 
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J 3 , A computer program f>£$d'U« M ctei.m&d m elaUs 1 1 , wherein said task 
mo^i^ormg logic h operable to- detect if a task hm b&m pending with a fetasr cotspiw 
tor more &an a predetermined mm md if so reissuing s&ii t&sfe to another completer, 

14 A coi&pu&r prop&m prod uct m dwmd m. $Mm 13, wherem if a imk h&$ mm. 
pending with said ftinte computer for m^te than, a predetermined, time, then orse or marc 
m 

ferther tasks are not immd to mH fmhm: mnpxteti %®& 
a diagnostic process 1<e innia^d, 

15. A. computer pmg^xn product, m claimed m clmm l t wtedn. said orie or .more 
ikther compu&ss i&dudb 4 loc^l tuiiher comp\i;^r connected to a system bus of said 
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? 1 6, A computer program, product comprising u compete program opora.hic m control 
a computer ro %cm a plurality of computer filos to ycmify one or more computer files 
hsviog Di>c or saore preiktemiined ch^eterMss indicative of computer file having at 
k&sfc s<^<? spscifcl cootot s . said comptf&r program ct^pming: 

mc$m&g lopt opgrobie rsceiw a task rapsst ftem & rnM&r cojnpti&r 
specifying a jxnibn of a. larger scan operation; 

msk p&rioff^r^ b>gi$ <>p&rx*bi<$ pxtiorxn said posiiori of larger scan operator 

and 

result reporting togie opsr&bfc to report & mult ofsadd pardon of ■& larger scan 
operation to $&M master computer, 

17, .A. comparer program product &*• ol&lmsd m zlmn 1$, whoreks ssld cmc or more 
predetcrrnk^d clmf3C£on sties mcJudx a computer Ilk containing <m specified computer 
program. 

j $ . A compmex program produce m claimed in d<mn 1.7, wherein m& s^ciikd 
comp^r program h <i compear virus or worm 
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1 9. A compmgz pmgr-am product as claimed b claim 16, whereb said one or mor%> 
prtd&gmmied chwtctmsim include a. computer file eotimkiiig corneal to be batKasd, 
redirected or quarantined. 

'20- A. compter program product as claimed m -data 1 6, wherein: said plurality of 
computer files comprise computer files stored on one or more networked data storage 

d&vices,. 

! 2 L A eompumr program protect as dmmd m. cMm 16, wherem said plurality of 
compute? (lies comprise received md mm messages. 

22, A, computer program product as claimed hi cMm 16, wherein mid plurality of 
computer files comprise network data traffic. 

23. A compimr program product as e&imed la e&isn IS, further compnamg one or 
more of; 

status reporting logic responsive to a poll rs<|ues? Irom said master computer to 
report a stams ofproc-essbg. of task; 
i avaltebuity notifymg logic opsmdvo to xioilly $md mas&r computer of ^variability 

m pcribrra md tmks; m4. 

updating status logic operative to notify said maie computer of m update status 

leveL 

; 24, A. laa&ad of comroHbg a gi&ster compute* &* se&n. a plurality m compoiex files to 
idemlfy one or more mmpmx uks or more predetemfmed charae eristics 

indicate of a mmpum: ilk hmm at least some spedlkd content, ssrid method 
cor&pns&g the steps ot 

in respond to a scan initiating comm»dv initiating a se&a of said pLumiity of 
> compear Hies; 

dividing said scan mio a plurality of tasks; 
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Ummg m feast: mxm ®{$m& plurality of tasks to oxie or mom further computers to 
be p^dbmnedi by respective oms ofs&kt oas or more fbr&er comjrnisas; 

receiving fern smd om or more tmthsr computers results of said tasks performed 
by respective ones #.f said one or more tetter conrpai^rs; md 

m wspeose 10 said, results of said tasks performed by respect* w one$ of said one 
or mare further computers, Iderulfymg my of $si.d pteafiry of computer fiks having any 
of mM one or more predetermined characteristics m provide a merged scan result* 

2,5 , A mecliod- as claimed m claim 24, wimeto om m more p^detcntibed 
char^ct^rkti^ include & computer tile containing an spedfed computer program, 

26. A method as ckbied in claim 25, wherein mM specified computer program is. a 
computer virus, worn or Trojan* 

27, A method as claimed m claim 24. who?om *<*M om or mere i^etermimd 
characteristics bclude a computer file coining content to l?e burned, redirected or 

28. A method m claimed lit claim 24, wherein saki plurality of computer files 
eoii^ise coinpuier nk$ stored on one or more networked data storage devices* 

29, A method as claimed in claim 24, vtmm said piuraiiiy of computer files 
comprise received m& sent messages. 

30., Ams&od as cleim^d in Ofeim 24> wtem- said jptaUty of computer files 
cosnpriss neuvwk cte& traffic, 

31. A met&od gts claimed la claim 24, wherem plurality ofoomp^r files are 
scored remotely from mid master computer* 
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32,. A msUiod as claimed m claim 24 wherdn m& m&mt computer may &$o 
pzttiirms Qtt% or mors of s&d tasks. ^ 

33. A method as dmrmd m dmm 32, wh&rdft said step of dividing kbmifbs high 
5- priority u*ks with m& high pdodty utks bdng ^sfen^d bv *<tid nutter co:mmfe, 

34> A. method £3 claimed in cWm 24, further comjmdtsg ths mp of said master 
eor&f^m nmdtonrig proper *m>mmn ofssid mfe fe^ &ikl one or more further 
computers, 

0 

35.: A method as claimed m claim 34, therein, smi mmmnm boh&te polling said 
on«* Of sssors further eompiu.erx for mformmixm regarding & processing mzm of a i&sk: 
bsiag performed by a reactive further ct>mputeL 



$ A method as ddmsd m claim 34> ^terdn momtormg includes deeding li a imk 

hm bzm pending with, a ferste computer for mow thm % pt^i^rtmmd xm% %wi if m 
tissuing mid tmk to a.o<M:hct computer. 
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37, A n^hod m claimed in daim 34 wherein if a task has mm pending with .said 
further computer m more thaa & prcdctermmed lime, compiling contem to be banned 
redacted or quarantined 

38, A snstfeod a$ claimed m ckim 24 r < wherein ssdd ono or more further compute 
include a I Owd ftuthsx computer con.nccicc to a system bus of $£.kl master compute 

39, A js&th&Ni of comroili&g a. compter m $mx & pteif of oompu^r to 

id&acily one or mom computer 6 Us having one m rmw pt^mmtmd c^aotorbtic* 
fedkativ^ of a campu^r Bio having at le^t some specified content , $ai<d method 
comprkmg th# $t£n$ *>f; 

r^dvn-g a task request, frmn -a master computer spsdfy&g a ponton of a. larger 

performing said portion of a larger scan, operation; and 
reporting a refill of said portiaa of a. larger ssan operation to said master 
compter. 

4th (Amended) A. method as claimed ia dim. |'3]39, wherein said (ms or mom- psi&dexermin&d 
characterises include a computet Hie coniaming at- spec if ted compter program. 
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41, A ra^-hod as ckimed hi chim 40, wks^dn said spnicitkd computer program is a 
compter virus ©.r worm. 

42, A method as churned in. claim 39, wherein .said one or more predeisntuueci 
ctaactensiics include a computer fik containing efca&jix to b<? banned Erected or 
quarantined,. 

43, A method as -claimed in claim 39, whsieia s&id plurality of computer files 
comprise computer flies stored on om or more networked data storage devices. 

44, A method, claimed in claim 39, wherein, said pira&ifty of computer fifes 
comprise received and sem messages. 

41. A method as claimed in claim 39* for-her comprising one or more of: 

in response to a poll, request fern said mas&r computer, reporting a stasis or 

processing of said task; 

notiiyiBg said master computer of availably to perfhrm Mid tasks; mi 
nmfymg said master mmp\Mt af m update status lev el 

4& Apparatus deluding a master compact for .$e&ae*sg & plucky ofevmiprnt files 
to identify one- or more c&cnputcr fifes having <m or more pr edemrmbm cfe^cemtks 
k*dkM3V£ of aeommaer ik having m teas? some $psc*fkd comsm> said apparatus 
comprising;. 
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a initiator operabte m mspomz so a mm. Immtmg command, m mkiate a $cm 
o f smd glw&ltty of computer .files; 

a scan dmdor operable to &vk|£ sean too & plurality of tasks; 

a task isomer op&abie to- issue at. lm&. mm% of saki: pluraluy ofc&sks Co ooo or 
more funher computers m bo performed by r^pxmvt on«s a£$m4 one or moro further 

a tmk result recei ver operable m receive from said ono or more fetter computeis 
«r&$uj£s of saki tasks pe;rfbnr*od by fospestiv^ orm of mM onx or more &rite computers; 
and 

a mm result merging processor responsive to said results of adki mms perfonmd 
hf respoo^v^ mm of said oxse or mop; fartfesr compute to identify s&y of Mid plurality 
of computer fiks having my of saki one or more predetermined characteristic to provkfc 
a m^m4 mm result. 

47, Apparatus as darned h claim 46, wherein md one or more pfodetennmed 
chametoristies uicfodo a computer file eontdmng &a spodlkd computer program. 
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4& Apparatus as chimed in cimm 47, wherein said spzcmzti computer program is a 
computer vims, w-oxm or Trojan, 

#< Apparatus m ctauB«d m claim 46, wherein said arm ot -more predefemmed 
characteristics include a computer file containing coMent to be burned, redirected or 

50; Apparatus m claimed m c laim 46, wherein said plurality of computer files 
coraprbe compter files mmtti mi om or r^ v tm>ii;ed dvM storage device 

5 1 , Apparatus as claimed in claim 4{> ? wherein said plurality of computer files 
comprise received &nd sent messages, 

52. Apparatus as claimed in claim 44 wherein mid plurality of computer files arc 
stored remotdy iron* said master eoropa&f. 

53. Apparatus as claimed la claim 46, fhnhet composing: a msfc performs such that 
5 said master computer £my also perform one or more af said umk$, 

54, App&ratfus &s claimed in elate 53, wherein said scan divider fctertfifies high 
priority tasks with said high priority tasks bmn% performed fey said xask poriorn.^ of said 
master comparer. 

a- 

55, Apparatus as claimed in claim 46, mnter comprising a task monitor operable to 
monitor proper execution of sai d \mk$ by saki one 0? more farther computers. 

56", App&ratas cAmxmd in elate 55., wherein said task monitor Is operable to poll 
5 said one or more further computers for bfon^atkia rcgar&ag a processing status of & task 
bemg performed by & respective further computer. 
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57, Apparatus as claimed in claim 5S y wherein said mm monitor is operable to detect 
If & task bmn pending vvith a Either compter for mm& thm a predetermined time 
a&d ifm msmm said task to another co.m?Msr, 

58. Apparatus as claimed in claim 5?, whercb if a task has been pending with said 
further computer for mme thaa a predetermined time, containing content to he hmmccl 
redirected or qiiarimtmecL 

59s Apparatus m claimed hi claim. 46, wherein said one or more further computers 
include a focal ftrnker computer eoanecred to a sysxem bm of said master computer. 

6CL Apparatus tor control a master computer to scan a pltirdlty of computer hies to 
identify om or more compute* fifes h&vfog one or more predetermined characteristics 
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indicative ofs computer fik h&vmg m k$$t soms spseiikd cmtmt said apparatus 

a task receiver operable to receive a. task request {mm a master computer 
sped tying a potion of a larger scan operaicm; 

a tmk pdbmier operable to perform Mid portion of a larger scan operation; and. 

a result reporter operable to report a remit c-f $&ki portion of a Larger scan 
operation ta mM master computer. 

61 , Apparatus as claimed in daim 60. wheresn $ak! or*e or more predecermined 
dvaractmstks include a computer fik- containing an. speciikd computer program, 

62, Apparatus as claimed in claim 6 1 , wherein md spedit-ed computer program is a 
computer virus or worm. 

63- Apparatus as claimed in claim 60, wherein s^id orae or mom predeienmfi^d 
characteristics inckdb a computer Ste eoimbmg coaieBfc to he hamied, redirected or 
quarantined 
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64. Apparatus m daimed in cMm 60, wherein said plurality of computer files 
comprise computer fiks stored on mc or more networked dam storage devices, 

65. Apparatus as claimed; In cM tn 60, wherem .said pk&aiuy of co mputer files 
mmpmz received m& sent .messages. 

■66, Apparatus m claimed la zlmm 60 > farther co^iprisbg or<c -ox more of: 

& states reporter responsive to & prfi rsqijast from m& master computer to report a 

mm of processing of .said task; 

availabili ty noufler spemiiw to notify said m&&er compiler of availability to 

perform smd t&xkxx and 

aii update commlkr tjpefadvc to mtify md mmmz compute of M upd&is sta&ss 

level 



